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Capt. Jesslyn Clark, a 2012 
Waynesville High School graduate, 
has been selected to pilot a Blackhawk 
helicopter that will fly over graduation 
ceremonies at West Point, where a 
record number of former Waynesville 
High School students are scheduled to 
graduate. 

Grad to fly over West Point

Continued on page 2

“Our Tigers will be on the field and in 
the air representing Waynesville High 
School in unprecedented numbers at 
a single West Point graduation,” said 
Dr. Brian Henry. “I cannot imagine 
another community of our size having 
these bragging rights. We often say that 

At the start the 2020-21 School Year, 
all Waynesville R-VI students will have 
one-to-one access to Chromebooks 
as the district expands the use of 
technology to grades kindergarten 
through 2nd grades. 

Funds from Proposition 1, approved 
by voters in April 2017, are helping 
to fund a portion of the project. 
Proposition 1 funds were designated for 
technology and security. 

The Chromebooks that will be issued 
to kindergarteners will include touch 
screen capability, which allows the 
devices to operate more like an iPad; 
iPads have been utilized by the district 
at the kindergarten level for several 
years. Chromebooks will replace the 
Mac Pros that 1st and 2nd graders have 
been using.  

“This move will allow us to have 
all of our students on the same type 
of device, making it uniform for 
students and teachers throughout the 
district,” said Mike Henson, director of 
curriculum and instructional technology. 
“Our students have proven they can be 
responsible for their devices, so this is a 
natural extension of our program.” 

Students in grades 5-8 and 9-12 are 
issued a Chromebook that stays with 
the students for four academic years. 
Students in grades 6-12 may take home 
the devices every night; students in 
grades K-5 will also be able to take 
home the devices during virtual learning 
times. 

Chromebooks 
to be available 
to K-2 students 



Waynesville R-VI is where the orange and black unite with the 
red, white and blue and that tagline will be vividly portrayed on 
June 13.” 

Clark will pilot the Blackhawk in the flyover portion of the 
West Point Graduation Ceremony on June 13. She is a Pilot 
in Command, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, NC, and 
assigned to the MEDEVAC Company.

“Congratulations to all five new Officers, what a tremendous 
accomplishment,” Clark said. “I wish you all the best with your 
military careers, enjoy being a new Lieutenant. I’ll be waving 
from the skies!”

Clark will hang a special message for the five West Point 
graduates with WHS connections – Hunter, Ashley Wolf, Jon 
Lowe, Robert Osborn and Jason Brodeur – on her helicopter as 
she flies over the graduation ceremony. 

“June 13 will be a great day to be a Tiger,” Henry said.   

West Point Continued from page 1

In June, the Waynesville R-VI 
School District is expected to 

reach a record number 

 500,000 
free meals served 
during COVID-19. 

Courtney Long will become the director of student services 
for the 2020-21 school year, replacing Michele Sumter who 
will be moving out of state. Long is currently the coordinator 
of community resources/grant management, a position that will 
be absolved by other administrative positions throughout the 
district to reduce costs to the district as the district moves into 
the 2020-21 school year.

Long has a bachelor’s degree in secondary social studies 
education and a master’s in education, both from the University 
of Missouri-Columbia.  She began her career in education in 
1998 as an instructional assistant for North Kansas City High 
School.  In 1999 she joined the Waynesville High School 
staff as a social studies teacher.  She remained in that position 
until 2004 when she transferred to the assistant principal/
A+ coordinator position at the high school.  She became 
Waynesville High School principal in 2010 and became 
coordinator of community resources/grant management in 
2018. 

Long named director 
of student services

Members 
of the 
Waynesville 
High School 
graduating 
Class of 
2020 missed 
out on many 
of their 
traditional 
activities, 
due to 
COVID-19; 
however, 
they also 
received 
special 
recognition. 
Above, 
Miller Real 
Estate 
published 
with 
permission 
the photos 
and names 
of the class 
members. 
In addition, 
multiple 
businesses 
showed their 
support for 
the class 
by hanging 
their Tiger 
Pride flags 
outside their 
businesses. 



The Waynesville Athletic Department 
understands the mental and physical 
benefits associated with athletics and 
activity, while also acknowledging 
the need to keep 
student-athletes, 
coaches, and their 
families safe.

Beginning June 
1, the athletic 
department will 
begin to provide 
opportunities for 
student-athletes 
who will be going 
into grades 9-12 
in the 2020-2021 
school year to 
begin to strengthen 
and condition.

The Waynesville 
Athletics & Activities Department 
COVID-19 Return to Participation plan 
https://waynesvilletigerathletics.org/…/
Waynesville%20Athle… addresses the 
state guidelines outlined in the “Show 
Me Strong Recovery Plan,” Phase 1. 
The month of June will be focused 
on progressing student-athletes with 
fidelity to reduce the risk of injury and 

prepare them for full practices.
Student-athletes will have 5 time 

slots available on Monday-Thursday: 
6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 2 p.m., 4 p.m. 

and 6 p.m. Each 
session will last for 
90 minutes with 30 
minutes between for 
sanitizing the facility. 
Four sessions will run 
in four separate areas 
with a maximum of 
10 people allowed in 
each session.

Student-athletes 
will be able to sign 
up weekly for one 
session a day. Sign-
ups will be first-
come, first-serve and 
will be restricted to 

40 student-athletes per time slot. Upon 
signing up student-athletes will be 
required to watch a short presentation 
on COVID-19 safety.

Each additional week in the month 
of June student-athletes will be able to 
sign-up via the Waynesville Athletic 
website.

Student-athletes to begin 
strength & condition training 

Mike Freeman of Sellers-Sexton Ford 
Lincoln Mazda presented Project Teach 
Awards via video to the Teachers of the 
Quarter on May 18 at the Waynesville 
R-VI Board of Education meeting. 

The third and fourth quarter awards 
went to Denise Holtzscher, a music 
teacher at Freedom Elementary, for 
her project, “Making Music Tangible” 
and to Amber York-Barber, a teacher 
at Piney Ridge, for her project, “Piney 
Ridge School Store.”

The Project Teach Award includes a 
$100 stipend from the dealership. 

Holtzscher’s project will allow 
her second and third grade students 
to use Noteblock, which helps teach 
notes and other musical symbols, and 
BoomWhackers, musical tubes that 
produce different pitches. 

Piney Ridge students will earn 
“money” to use at the store from their 
teachers, based on school performance, 
attendance, acts of kindness and 
overall behavior. Students will be able 
to “purchase” items such as socks, 
coloring books, stress balls, wireless 
notebooks, small snacks, etc. Middle 
school students will stock the store, 
establish “prices,” practice customer 
service and complete sales. 

Through the grant process, Freeman 
learned that the store was being stocked 
by staff donations and so Freeman 
announced that Sellers-Sexton would 
give an extra $400 to help establish the 
Piney Ridge School store.

Freeman awards 
Teacher of Quarter
& additional $400



To mark the end of the school year, 
Thayer Elementary’s kindergarten  
teachers got creative. Teachers 
Christina Gordon and Kathy Gan, 
along with paraprofessional Sandra 
Schmidtz, decorated their vehicles 
and tossed out “2020 Kinder Grad” 
t-shirts with a certificate attached for 
kindergartners as they made their 
way through the neighborhoods.  The 
event was coordinated with parents 
so students could see their teachers 
from a socially safe distance. Parents 
were honored that the teachers took 
the time to visit each kindergarten 
student with this special surprise.  

Dara Faubion was chosen as 
the 2019-20 Waynesville R-VI 
District Teacher of the Year. She 
was recognized virtually during 
the Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education meeting on May 
18. Faubion teaches second 
grade at Thayer Elementary 
School, where she has taught 
since 2003. Faubion serves as 
a teacher leader in her building 
and also serves on several 
district level committees.

 


